
 

NRCS Web Soil Survey (NRCS WSS) 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), a branch of the US Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), is responsible for helping land owners and land managers across the nation 
to use soil, water, and other natural resources in a conservative manner. Originally called the Soil 
Conservation Service, the NRCS has been a key branch of the USDA since 1935. Some of the 
programs the NRCS offers provide financial assistance to land managers and owners, as well as 
technical assistance when needed. Participation in any of the NRCS programs is voluntary. 
 
NRCS developed the Web Soil Survey (WSS) program. WSS is fairly simple to use and includes 
aerial photos similar to that of GoogleEarth or GoogleMaps. It provides several types of analyses 
for any area of interest (AOI) that a user selects.  
 
Instructions for using WSS 
NRCS WSS website: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/ 
1. Read the information on the introductory screen the first time you use this program: 

a. “Welcome to the NCRS Web Soil Survey”  
b. Three Basic Steps 1, 2, 3 

2. Click on the green “Start WSS.” If an error box appears, read the information and then close 
the box. 

3. Find your home: 
a. Click Area of Interest and under “Area of Interest Interactive Map.” Look for a red 

rectangle and select Contiguous U.S. 
b. Use the Quick Navigation (left hand side) to enter your home address. Then click on 

“view” in the address box. 
c. If you cannot find your home, click on the magnifying glass (under the “Area of Interest 

Interactive map”) to zoom in to an area that you can identify. Note: After clicking on the 
magnifying glass, you need to click on the map itself to have it change your view. Zoom 
down far enough to see forests, fields, and roads. (You can use the hand tool next to the 
magnifying glasses to move the map around if you need to focus in on a particular area. If 
you get lost while moving around, you can always click on View in the address box to 
reposition the map. 

d. You can copy the map by right clicking on the map picture and selecting “Save Picture 
As.”  

4. Select an Area of Interest (AOI), by clicking on the AOI button on tool bar and then using 
the left mouse key to select the area around your home. It will show your area with diagonal 
lines. 

5. Click on “Soil Map” (second yellow tab at the top of the screen) to see of list of the soils in 
your AOI and the percentages of each. 

6. Click on the Soil Data Explorer tab (third yellow tab).  
a. You will see a variety of choices on the left hand side of the page (building site 

development, construction materials, etc.).  

 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/


 

b. Click on the up/down arrows to the right of each topic to see the information each 
contains. For example, if you open “Building Site Development,” you can click on 
“Dwellings with Basements” and “View Rating” to see where the soils can support 
buildings with basements. If you click on “View Description” you will be able to read 
how the ratings are determined. 

 
 

 


