
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  
  
  
 

 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

DO

? Does soil have parents? 

SOIL ORIGINSSOIL ORIGINS 

INTRODUCTION 

You have two parents, your mother and your 
father. Some people look more like their mother, 
some look more like their father, some look like 
each parent, and some don’t look like either par
ent! Soil is created from parent material. Differ
ent soils have a different set of characteristics, 
including how they look and feel, depending on 
each one’s parent material; the climate, relief, 
and organisms that helped it form; and its age. 
In this activity you will explore the factors that 
influence soil creation. 

TOOL KIT 

o Pencil or pen 

• Read the Soil Developers information below. 
IT

 

•		 Complete the Soil Developer Table by circling 
the soil developer category — climate, organ
ism, parent material, relief, or time — for each 
picture. 

SOIL DEVELOPERS 

• Climate: weather over a long period of time, including temperatures and rainfall. 

• Organism: plants and animals that influence the way soils are formed. 

• Parent material: the kinds of rocks or sediments that formed the soil; the original material from 
which soil was formed. 

• Relief (topography): the shape of the earth’s surface; mountains, hills, plains. 

• Time: Older soils usually have more differences in color and texture from the soil surface down. 
Younger soils, such as a windblown dune sand, often have similar characteristics throughout. 

27 PURDUE EXTENSION 



 

  

   

 
 

 
 

   

 

   

 

 

   

  

   

 

 

SOIL DEVELOPER TABLE Drawings by J. Harsh, unless otherwise noted 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 
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climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

climate – organism – 
parent material – relief – time 

LIFE SKILLS 

• Acquiring knowledge 

• Making decisions 

ch
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Share What Happened: Was it difficult to 
decide which soil developer was pictured? 

Apply: What might have influenced the soil 
development where you live? 

Generalize to Your Life: How does the way a 
soil is formed affect a country’s economy? 

DIG DEEPER
 


Learn more about how rocks form and the 
rock cycle in the Indiana 4-H Geology manual, 
Level 1. 
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