
   

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

   
 

 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

    

  
  
  
 

   
   
  
 

  

? What is a conservation plan? 

CONSERVATION PLANNINGCONSERVATION PLANNING 

INTRODUCTION 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) recommends conservation planning to 
ensure productive lands and a healthy environ
ment. A conservation plan maps out how land 
managers are going to make the most of and pro
tect the natural resources on their land. In this 
activity, youth learn why evaluating the effective
ness of a plan, and considering what can be done 
to correct or improve the land, is important. 

TOOL KIT 

o NRCS publication, Conservation Planning: 
Productive Lands, Healthy Environment ( ) 

o Conservation Planning worksheet 

DO
IT

 
•	 Read the Conservation Planning: Productive 

Lands, Healthy Environment publication. 

•	 Answer the questions in the Conservation 
Planning worksheet. 

•	 Discuss the Chat questions with an adult. 

LIFE SKILLS 

•	 Conserving natural resources 

•	 Managing resources 

•	 Planning and organizing 

ch
at

 

Share What Happened: Explain what a con
servation plan is, using everyday language. 

Apply: How could you apply the five principles 
(from H.H. Bennett) to the development of a rain 
garden at your home or in a park? 

Generalize to Your Life: Which of the five 
principles might apply to deciding on your own 
career? 

DIG DEEPER 

• Ask an NRCS employee or Soil and Water 
Conservation District employee if they 
have a conservation plan that they can 
discuss with you. 

• Interview someone in your community 
who has completed a conservation plan 
to learn about the benefits and difficulties 
of writing and implementing one. 

1 PURDUE EXTENSION 



 
 

 

 

 

  
 

  
                    
 

  

 

CONSERVATION PLANNING WORKSHEET 

The NRCS publication, Conservation Planning: Productive Lands, Healthy Environment, is written 
to give guidance to someone, usually an NRCS employee; or to help a client such as a farmer or 
landowner develop a conservation plan. Read this document, and answer the questions below. 

• What is a conservation plan? 

• What is the goal of a conservation plan? 

• What are the five principles of conservation planning that Hugh Hammond Bennett identified 
in 1947? 

• Complete the sentence: A conservation plan facilitates a client to operate in an 
, , and manner 

within the client’s social values. 

• What do the authors mean when they say, “Planning is complex and dynamic?”

  PURDUE EXTENSION  2 
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